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IT is a very striking thing, Mr. Winant, that the strongest
organizations of capital and labour in this country should have
united to do you welcome. It is explained by the high position
which the Ambassador of the United States has always held; it is
explained also by the gravity of the struggle in which we are engaged;
but most of all it is explained by your especial personality and the
services you have rendered to the joint movements of labour and
industry throughout the world. It is a great pleasure to see Mr,
Winant among us. He gives us the feeling that all President
Roosevelt's men give me, that they would be shot stone dead rather
than see this cause let down.
Now at this time we have brought into being a National Govern-
ment, and a Government which rests as one of its main sources of
strength upon the trade union organization of this country. In the
United States during the presidency of Mr. Roosevelt enormous
efforts have been made to broaden the whole basis of industry and
society, and we watch them with the utmost interest and sympathy.
But I may say, and I know Mr, Winant will not think it critical
and invidious if I say, that we have been several generations
broadening and developing the trade union movement in this
country, and we have had some differences from time to time, but
every one knows, and I have been taught it all my public life, that
the employers of this country are deeply thankful there is in
existence a strong organized trade union movement with which
they can deal, and which keeps its bargains and which moves alone
a controlled and suitable path of policy.
The trade union movement has willingly accepted in this war the
temporary suspension of privileges which have taken generations to
win. They have been handed over to the custody and keeping of